
 



 
 
Synopsis 
 
A selection of Ivor Novello's best-loved songs and his doting mother to sing 
them – a simple enough idea …  except nothing can ever be simple when 
Madame Clara Novello Davies takes centre stage. Indomitable, impetuous, 
with an ego the size of the Ritz, her genius for choral music had once won 
her international acclaim. But it’s 1938 and those days are long past – not 
that Ivor could ever persuade her of that.  
   
With their relationship at (yet another) crisis point, this funny and at times 
poignant drama sees Clara struggle to come to terms with a world that has 
lost interest in her kind of music and fallen head-over-heels for her son.  As 
she sings his songs and dutifully sings his praises, she finds herself re-living 
the traumas of a remarkable life that took her from a suburb in Cardiff to 
the epicentre of London’s Theatreland.  
 

*************************** 
 

The show features Rosamund Shelley and her pianist Gavin Roberts 
 

Excerpts from Novello & Son: https://vimeo.com/user34637870 
 

Premiered at Wales Millennium Centre November 2014 –  
reviewed in The Western Mail 

 

Further performances in The Rosemary Branch and The Jermyn Street 
Theatre, London, the Oundle Festival and the Lower Machen Festival 

 
Contact: jbarbara.evans@gmail.com 

 
*************************** 

Information for Venues 

Technical 

• The show runs for 60 minutes without an interval 

• Minimum playing space of 2m x 4m 

• Informal cabaret style of seating recommended, although theatre style 
seating in rows can work well, as long as the audience are not too far 
from the performing area 

• Basic lighting, a high stool and a piano are required. All other 
equipment is provided 

• Get in 120 mins; get out 30 mins 

• 2 person show: Rosamund Shelley (Madame Clara Novello) and Gavin 

Roberts (Accompanist) 

http://rosamundshelley.com/
http://gavinroberts.org/
https://vimeo.com/user34637870
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/whats-on/arts-culture-news/ivor-novellos-mother-brilliantly-captured-8225265
mailto:jbarbara.evans@gmail.com


 

Audiences 

Clara Novello was world-famous: 

• Fans of Ivor Novello, of which there are many UK-wide. 

• A classical and music theatre audience who enjoy not only the sung 
repertoire which weaves through the story but also the untold personal 
journey of an icon and her relationship with her more famous son 

Marketing/Audience Development 

• Novello & Son has the endorsement of the Ivor Novello Society 

• We will provide electronic templates for A5 leaflets, A4 and A3 posters 
suitable for overprinting, press release and photographs 

• Question and answer sessions can be staged after the show 

*************************** 

Madame Clara Novello Davies          Rosamund Shelley 
 
ROS trained at The Guildhall School of Music and Drama. 
She made her West End debut as Maria in West Side Story, 
and subsequently played Laurie in Oklahoma for a year at 
The Palace Theatre in London. 
 
Ros has toured nationally and internationally, and worked 
with, among others, the RSC, Bristol Old Vic, West Yorkshire Playhouse, 
Theatre Wales, WNO, Sherman Cymru, Theatr Pena and Music Theatre 
London. 
 
Favourite roles include Lady Macbeth, Hecuba and Mrs Higgins. 
Most recently on TV she played Cynthia in Nice Day for a Welsh Wedding and 
Krone in Young Dracula. Films include Falstaff (Meg); and she has recorded 
CDs of Kurt Weill and Harold Arlen songs with Christopher Littlewood. 
 
Most recently toured Wales playing Amanda Wingfield in The Glass Menagerie 
for Theatr Pena. 
 

Her Accompanist                                        Gavin Roberts 
 
GAVIN enjoys a varied career as a piano accompanist. He 
has partnered singers in recital at Wigmore Hall, the 
Barbican Hall and the Royal Festival Hall, and is Artistic 
Director of the recital series Song in the City, for whom he 

has devised more than 100 recital programmes.  
 

https://www.facebook.com/RosamundShelleyUK/
https://www.facebook.com/gavinroberts.org


 
He has appeared at The Cheltenham Festival, Dartington International 
Festival and Summer School, The Ludlow Weekend of English Song, The 
Ryedale Festival, The Young Songmakers’ Almanac, and The Oxford Lieder 
Festival.  

 
He has played for The BBC Singers, The Joyful Company of Singers, Constanza 
Chorus, The Hanover Band, Tiffin Boys’ Choir, and as a repetiteur for Sir 
Roger Norrington and the late Richard Hickox.  

 
Gavin studied piano at the Guildhall School of Music & Drama, where he is 
now a Professor of Academic Studies and a Staff Pianist. He read Music at 

Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge, where he also held the organ 
scholarship. Gavin has a Master’s degree from King’s College, London. Gavin 
is Organist and Director of Music at St Marylebone Parish Church.  

 
 
Director                                                      Andrew Hilton 
 
ANDREW (actor, theatre director and author) is best known for the creation 
of the Shakespeare at the Tobacco Factory company in Bristol. Having 
directed Shakespeare, Stoppard and Moliere at the Tobacco Factory, he 
recently stepped down as Artistic Director to resume freelance work. 

 
 
Costume                       Deryn Tudor 
 
DERYN has worked as a designer and costumier in the theatre industry for 
over twenty years , designing both set and costumes for Sherman Cymru and 
Hide Productions. She has also worked with Riverside Theatre, Theatr Na 
Nog, Threatr Genedlaethol, National Theatre Wales, Theatr Y Byd, BBC 
Wales, John Gwyn Production and Welsh National Opera on a variety of 
Productions.  
 

 
Author                                 Arnold Evans 
 
ARNOLD who was born and raised in (Solva Pembrokeshire) 
Wales, has spent most of his working life in Cardiff. In addition 
to a career in journalism, and writing for the soaps, he has 
written dozens of original dramas, serials and adaptations for 
radio 
 

 
https://rosgav.wixsite.com/novelloandson 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrew_Hilton
https://www.facebook.com/people/Deryn-Tudor/100005848097159
https://www.facebook.com/ArnoldEvansUK/
https://rosgav.wixsite.com/novelloandson
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