
 

“The magic of Mauricio Venegas-Astorga’s compositions and 
arrangements with his outstanding band Quimantu gave us 
poetry, stories and melodies accompanied by the most 
diverse range of instruments and rhythms in an amazing and 
emotive concert.”

MARCELO ARROYO, 

CHILEAN JOURNALIST & MUSIC PRODUCER



 

Since	Mauricio	Venegas-Astorga	 formed	his	Anglo-Chilean	band	Quimantu	 in	1981	they	
have	been	the	ambassadors	of	Chilean	and	La@n	American	music	in	the	UK	and	Europe,	
crea@ng	a	unique	blend	through	their	excep@onal	use	of	the	hundreds	of	tradi@onal	folk	
styles	 of	 that	 vibrant	 con@nent,	 which	 they	 skilfully	 incorporate	 with	 contemporary	
influences,	from	Western	Classical	music,	to	Cel@c,	African	and	Indian	styles	to	name	just	
a	few.		
		
With	 its	 line-up	 of	 talented	 musicians,	 the	 band	 has	 quite	 deservedly	 gained	 an	
important	 reputa@on	 as	 one	of	 the	best,	most	 crea@ve	 and	 sophis@cated	 groups	of	 its	
type,	 interpre@ng	 and	 recording	 its	 material	 with	 musical	 subtlety,	 integrity,	 passion,	
beauty	and	great	aesthe@c	care.	Quimantu’s	instrumental	pieces	have	glorious	melodies	
that	 penetrate	 directly	 to	 the	 heart,	 and	 today	 its	 emo@ve	 and	 imagina@ve	 vocal	
arrangements	carry	a	new	breath	of	freshness	with	the	incorpora@on	of	the	young	voice	
of	 Laura	 Venegas-Rojas.	 As	 lead	 vocalist,	 Laura’s	 beau@ful	 tone	 and	 phrasing	 perfectly	
complement	 the	musical	expression	of	 the	group,	 full	of	grace	and	colour,	 transpor@ng	
the	audience	on	an	emo@onal	journey.	
		
Quimantu	 has	 always	 widened	 its	 horizons	 by	 searching	 out	 new	 collabora@ons	 with	
celebrated	musicians	 from	different	cultures	 in	 the	amazingly	 rich	musical	 landscape	of	
the	 UK.	 In	 doing	 so	 its	 concerts	 create	 a	marvellous	 fusion	 of	 styles	 and	 offer	 a	 truly	
interna@onal	 perspec@ve,	 as	 the	 group	 shares	 its	 vision	 of	 the	 world	 with	 an	 honest	
poli@cal	 and	 social	message,	 producing	 a	warm	 empathy	with	 their	 audiences,	 and	 an	
emphasis	on	respect	for	freedom,	jus@ce,	culture	and	educa@on.		
		
Quimantu’s	musicians	 love	what	 they	do,	and	 that	 love	 is	 reflected	 in	 the	 fact	 that	 the	
group	not	only	shares	its	music	with	its	followers,	but	also	the	most	profound	sen@ments	
of	equality	and	freedom	that	lie	at	the	boSom	of	their	hearts	and	their	art.

“With	a	combina-on	of	sounds	coming	from	the	most	diverse	corners	of	Chile,	La-n	America	
and	the	world,	the	band	led	by	Mauricio	Venegas-Astorga	and	based	in	England,	showed	just	
how	delicate	and	-dy	the	performance	of	folk	music	can	be	when	united	by	the	convic-on	of	

the	universality	of	music.”	
Javier	Villagran...	Journalist,	El	Mercurio	de	Valparaiso,	Chile



Quimantu,	concerts,	touring	&	recordings	
Quimantu	has	always	been	very	ac@ve	in	the	UK	and	abroad	with	a	busy	programme	of	touring	concerts,	
fes@vals,	 recordings	 and	educa@on	and	outreach	work.	Highlights	 for	 2019	 include	a	 concert	 at	 St	 Paul’s	
Church	Covent	Garden	(the	Actor’s	Church)	to	celebrate	the	21st	anniversary	of	Musiko	Musika,	a	headline	
performance	at	El	 Sueño	Existe	Fes@val,	and	a	 tour	 to	Chile	 for	a	 series	of	 concerts,	 television	and	 radio	
appearances.		
		
Other	interna@onal	fes@val	appearances	over	the	years	have	been	at	the	highly	pres@gious	Rose	of	Tralee	
and	 LeSerkenny	 Interna@onal	 Fes@vals	 in	 Eire,	 the	 Interna@onal	 Fes@val	 of	Music	 and	 Dance	 in	 Cyprus,	
Abbracciamondo	 Fes@val	 Italy	 and	 Cheoyong	 Culture	 Fes@val	 in	 Ulsan	 South	 Korea.	 UK	 fes@vals	 have	
included	 Skye	World	 Music	 Fes@val,	 Chichester	 Fes@vi@es,	 Guildford	 Spring	 Fes@val,	 The	 London	 Guitar	
Fes@val,	Day-Mer	Fes@val,	Sidmouth,	Larmer	Tree	and	Broadstairs.	
		
Since	 2015	 Quimantu	 has	 had	 a	 base	 at	 the	 Lyric	 Theatre,	 Hammersmith	 in	 London	 (www.lyric.co.uk),	
where	 the	 group	 gave	 the	 first	 live	 performance	 in	 June	 2016	 of	 the	 Cantata	 Socavón	 (composed	 by	
Mauricio	 Venegas-Astorga),	 as	 part	 of	 the	 fes@val	 Voces	 Chilenas	 en	 Gran	 Bretaña	 2016.	 This	 unique	
fes@val,	under	the	ar@s@c	direc@on	of	Quimantu’s	Mauricio	Venegas-Astorga	was	launched	by	Quimantu	to	
provide	a	plaform	for	 the	crea@ve	voices	of	Chilean	musicians	and	ar@sts	based	 in	 the	UK.	Amongst	 the	
many	other	cultural	ini@a@ves	that	Quimantu	has	spearheaded	was	the	Peña	Palo	Brujo	at	Mostart	Centre	
in	London	2014-15,	which	became	a	home	for	UK	based	and	interna@onal	Chilean	musicians.	
		
Quimantu	has	worked	and	collaborated	with	many	na@onally	and	interna@onally	renowned	musicians	and	
composers.	The	group’s	2003	sell-out	UK	tour	with	special	guest,	interna@onal	guitarist	John	Williams	and	
mul@-instrumentalist	and	composer	Richard	Harvey,	and	the	2004	tour	to	Chile,	which	included	Illapu’s	Eric	
Maluenda	alongside	Williams	&	Harvey	as	guest	ar@sts,	were	par@cularly	memorable.	Other	very	 fruiful	
musical	partnerships	and	projects	have	been	with	Graham	PreskeS	and	Jon	Davie,	English	folk	songwriters	
Steve	 Knightley	 and	 Roger	 Watson,	 Musa	 Mboob	 and	 Yemisi	 Obasaju	 from	 The	 Gambia	 and	 Nigeria	
respec@vely,	Ratsko	Rašić	(Serbia),	from	Chile	Jorge	Campos,	Lucia	Chacón,	Maria	Teresa	Sáez	and	Francisco	
“Panchote”	Bascur,	 from	Cuba	el	Septeto	Nacional	 Ignacio	Piñeiro	and	Efraín	Ríos,	 from	Uruguay	such	as	
Pájaro	Canzani,	and	from	India	such	as	Kiranpal	Singh	Deoora.	
		
Regular	concerts	in	London	have	taken	place	in	various	notable	venues	including	the	Queen	Elizabeth	Hall,	
the	 Royal	 Albert	 Hall,	 the	 Royal	 Fes@val	 Hall	 and	 Purcell	 Room,	 St	 John’s	 Smith	 Square,	 the	 Lyric	
Hammersmith,	the	Barbican	Hall,	Blackheath	Concert	Halls	and	the	London	Palladium,	and	in	Paris	at	the	
Folies	Bergère.	With	a	very	strong	commitment	to	the	power	of	music	to	connect	people	and	build	bridges	
between	communi@es	rural	touring	has	regularly	been	a	part	of	Quimantu’s	agenda.	Tours	for	Artsreach	in	
Dorset,	Roots	Around	the	World	 in	Sussex	and	Hampshire,	and	in	the	Scossh	Highlands	and	Islands	with	
funding	from	the	PRS	Founda@on	have	taken	Quimantu’s	dis@nc@ve	global	sound	to	packed	out	audiences	
in	village	halls	around	the	country,	bringing	the	world	of	music	into	every	corner	of	the	community.		
		
In	 the	 recording	 studio	 Quimantu	 has	 a	 strong	 track	 record	 for	 albums	 featuring	 the	 group’s	 virtuosic	
quality	and	breadth	of	musical	expression	and	outstanding	produc@on.	The	latest	2017	release	“Cantos…”,	
is	Quimantu’s	14th	commercial	album,	a	dazzling	selec@on	of	new	songs	featuring	the	wonderful	voice	of	
Laura	 Venegas-Rojas.	 A	 powerful	 interpreter	 of	 both	 the	 La@n	 American	 folk	 song	 tradi@on	 and	 Bri@sh	
contemporary	 songs,	 Laura’s	 evoca@ve	 and	deeply	 emo@onal	 vocal	 style	has	brought	 a	 new	audience	 to	
Quimantu’s	work	since	she	began	to	take	more	of	a	leading	role	in	the	vocals	for	songs.		
		
The	 previous	 2011	 album	 Mi@maes	 and	 2006	 release	 Malabarisias	 demonstrated	 Quimantu’s	 hallmark	
sound	“weaving	bridges	between	the	ancient	and	the	modern,	the	distant	and	the	local,	the	past	and	the	
present,	 between	memories	 and	 dreams.	 Steeped	 in	 the	 tradi@ons	 of	 diverse	 regions,	 the	members	 of	
Quimantu	together	create	vibrant	and	haun@ng	tapestries	of	sound	which	are	proof	that,	in	an	ever-smaller	
‘globalised’	world,	cultures	flow	in	many	direc@ons.”	(Hazel	Marsh,	Dept.	La@n	American	Studies	U.E.A.).		
		
“A	fantas)c	album,	the	joyfully	mixed	grooves	of	La)n,	Cel)c	and	other	rhythms	are	inspired.”		
(Mar@n	Morales	Journalist,	DJ)	



The	group’s	sound	has	also	been	featured	in	the	music	for	a	number	of	films,	most	recently	Dave	Arnold’s	
score	for	Bond	movie	Quantum	of	Solace.	Quimantu	provided	much	of	the	ethnic	instrumenta@on	for	the	
80’s	group	“Incanta@on”	culmina@ng	 in	 the	 recording	of	 the	music	 for	 the	film	“The	Mission”.	As	well	as	
their	 work	 with	 Enio	 Morricone	 on	 “The	 Mission”	 the	 group	 can	 be	 heard	 on	 “Ladybird,	 Ladybird”,	
“Hostage”,	“The	Honorary	Consul”	and	“Priest”.	Quimantu	also	played	an	integral	role	in	the	music	for	the	
oratorio	“The	Plague	and	the	Moonflower”	by	Richard	Harvey	and	Ralph	Steadman,	broadcast	on	BBC2	and	
featuring	Ben	Kingsley	and	Ian	Holm.	

Quimantu	are:	
Mauricio	Venegas-Astorga,	Director-Composer	
Lead	 vocals,	 Guitar,	 Venezuelan	 Cuatro,	 Acous@c	 and	 Electric	 Charango,	 Charangon,	 Ronroco,	 Kena,	
Kenacho,	Moceño,	Sikus,	Rondador,	Ocarina,	Erke,	 Irish	Whistle,	Maracas,	Bombo,	Cajon,	Udu	Drum,	and	
Sanza	
		

Rachel	Pan>n	
Violin,	Five-string	Electric	Violin,	Cel@c	Harp,	Viola,	and	Vocals	

Laura	Venegas-Rojas	
Lead	Vocals,	Bombo,	Cajon,	Maracas,	Cencerro,	La@n	and	Andean	Percussion	and	Kala	U-Bass	

Emma	Purslow	
Violin,	Viola	and	Vocals	

Jobine	Siekman	
‘Cello	and	Vocals	

Special	guest	fes>vals	2020:	Musa	Mboob	(Gambian	Griot)	
Sabars,	Tama	

Contacts	
00	44	(0)7801	932052		
info@quimantu.net	

www.quimantu.net		
@quimantumusic	

Watch	
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