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A PMac Production

The Professor of Adventure
Written and performed by Peter Macqueen as Millican Dalton

“ Free am I as the buzzard mewing by day or the owl
hooting at night. Freedom is everything

MILLICAN
DALTON
THE BORROWDALE HERMIT, ROBINSON CRUSOE,
ROB ROY, SINBAD, CAVEMAN OF BORROWDALE,
ROBIN HOOD, THE PROFESSOR OF ADVENTURE.

Born: 20 April 1867. Nenthead, Alston,
Cumberland. Sixth of seven children to
William and Frances Dalton (nee
Millican), Quakers.
School: Nenthead; Brookfield (Friends),
Wigton.
Lived: 1867–1881 (indoors):
Cumberland, Middlesex, Essex.
1895–1947 (outdoors): Epping Forest,
Borrowdale Valley, Chiltern Hills.
Occupation: 1883–1904 Insurance
clerk; 1904–1946 Mountain guide,
philosopher, teacher, adventurer,
equality campaigner, pacifist, inventor,
Socialist, pioneer in life.

The Professor of Adventure

17974 POA PROGRAMME COLLECTED_PRINT.qxp_v 02/03/2017 16:52 Page 2

Lifestyle: “Simple lifer”, outdoorsman,
vegetarian, teetotaler, self–sufficient.
Interests: Climbing, coffee, cigarettes,
camping, cooking, sewing, raft–making,
nature.
Died: 5 May 1947, aged 79, Amersham
Hospital.

“Day after day I went to
the office at the same
time. I felt stifled. This
was not the life for me”
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The Professor of Adventure

The Professor of Adventure
Written and performed by Peter Macqueen as Millican Dalton

Cast
Millican Dalton
PETER MACQUEEN
The action takes place over three
acts. The setting is a cave in
Borrowdale during the winter
of 1940-41.
There will be one interval of
20 minutes.
Director and Dramaturg
Stefan Escreet
Set & Costume Designer
Martin Johns
Scenic Imagery and Graphics
Matt Hall

Lighting Designer
Andrew J Lindsay
Sound Designer
Maura Guthrie
Set Built by
Top Show Scenic Construction
A special thanks to:
Eunice and John Potts
Keswick Museum
FRCC
Ivy Cain
Jake Jenkinson
Alan Hubbard
Irvine Hunt
The Keswick Reminder
Fiona Cox
Ian Forest, Patric Gilchrist,Rachel Swift.
All the Staff at Theatre by the Lake.
Infinite Design

“You’re never alone
with nature as your
companion.”
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‘FROM PUB
TO CAVE’

PETER MACQUEEN’S SEARCH FOR MILLICAN

During a seven month stay in Keswick,
Cumbria in 2007, my first summer season
at the Theatre by the Lake, I was
occasionally to be found, script in hand,
in one of its many pubs. There are many
pubs in Keswick and most of them sport
black and white photographs of
redoubtable Edwardian gents in tweed
suits and hob-nail boots climbing the fells.
There are also grainy images of more
eccentric characters scaling a crag in
boxing gloves or standing on their heads
atop precipitous pinnacles. One photo
always stuck in my mind. Of course, I
was drawn to the obvious individuality of
the subject – sitting on a home-made raft
of branches, twigs and oil drums, dressed
in shorts and a hat with a feather in it, a
cigarette protruding from his bearded
face - but it was his demeanour that
really captivated me.He wasn’t grinning
for the camera, showing off or being
deliberately eccentric; he seemed
unaware of the photographic attention,
his focus ahead, calm and content,
floating peacefully under the trees. The
ramshackle nature of his craft pointed to
a journey that might not last long, but
the relaxed and comfortable air of the
‘Skipper’, at one with his surroundings
and in control, suggested otherwise. Who
was this man? What was his story?
Fast forward to April 2015. I had just
performed the last of a 17 date tour of my
one man show Old Herbaceous. Old
Herbaceous opened his greenhouse door,
at my suggestion, in the theatre’s Studio
in spring 2013 and has toured with his
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geraniums all over the country ever since.
Packing my greenhouse set into the
garage for later engagements, I returned
to Theatre by the Lake for another three
play summer season – on
stage with other actors! A
one man production was
hard work, but immensely
enjoyable and rewarding.
So I wanted to find another
show to tour. In fact I wanted
to write one. But what could
be my subject this time... or
who?
Millican Dalton was born and
schooled in Cumberland,
moved with his family to
London after his father’s death
where he worked in the city for
20 years. After which he gave it all up to
spend the next 43 years in ‘Search of
Romance and Freedom’ (the title of
Matthew Entwistle’s excellent biography
which has been the bedrock of my
research – thanks Matt!). Millican Dalton
– the name alone was worthy of the stage.
His grandfather was called Tinniswood
Millican!
The more I found out about the man on
the raft who had so transfixed me, the
more I realised he could be my subject.
Eccentric, colourful, idiosyncratic – but
this was no cranky old loner, outcast
from human society; nor was he a
religious zealot given to a life of pious
solitude. This was a well-educated man
of great intellect, physical prowess and
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considerable practical skills;
sociable, well respected as a
mountaineer and guide and
regarded as an amiable, smiling
figure wherever he parked his
bike...if somewhat pungent! He
had a dogged determination to
follow his own path, free from the
conformity of society’s
expectations – I liked that. A
search for happiness through
contact with nature – I liked that.
Living a life in the great outdoors
– I liked that. But this was no idle
modern day, glamping boast, no
Bear Ghrylls/Ray Mears inspired'
passing whim – it was his way of
life for over forty years! That I
found extraordinary. That takes
some commitment. Living on your
own, out in the elements for
nearly half a century? Surely that

5

must take its toll. How do you
function physically, mentally,
emotionally? How do you
remain sane?
“You can’t feel lonely with
nature as your companion...
I find the simplest life is the
happiest...Freedom is everything.”
So said Millican. But what if that
freedom is challenged, that life
complicated, that happiness
threatened? What if you have
chosen to remain in your cave in
Borrowdale, to spend your first
winter there, persuaded by
Hitler's blitz further south and the
Keswick ARP warden arrives to
order you to extinguish your
candle and fire? What then?
I wonder...

“Use is everything.
We eat too much.
Put a man to it
and see what he
can put up with.”
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A memento given to a
visitor to his cave by
Millican Dalton
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MEET THE CREATIVE TEAM
Peter Macqueen,
Writer and Performer
Peter was brought up in
Leicestershire, read
drama at Manchester
University, ‘trained’ at
the Bristol Old Vic
Theatre School and
after far too long living in London,
moved to Cumbria with his family in
2011. He has worked in theatres all over
the country and abroad but has been
something of a regular at Theatre by the
Lake in Keswick in recent years
appearing in over 20 productions,
including: The Inspector in An Inspector
Calls; Scrooge in A Christmas Carol;
Michael in Someone To Watch Over Me;
Merlin in The Lady of the Lake; George in
Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf.
In 2013, after a successful joint
production with TbtL, he embarked on a
rural tour of a one man play – Old
Herbaceous – which seems to be
ongoing! This experience prompted him
to write his own one man show – The
Professor of Adventure – his debut as a
writer, which also started life as a joint
production with TbtL in the spring of
2016, selling out before it opened! A
rural tour of the North followed and
Peter aims to introduce The Professor to
a wider audience further afield.
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Stefan Escreet,
Director
Stefan is a director, actor
and radio producer. He
has directed for The Gap,
Mikron Theatre, the
New Vic, Watford Palace,
M6 Theatre, Quondam
Theatre Co, Brewery Arts, Chester
Gateway, Royal Welsh College of Music &
Drama, Manchester School of Theatre.
He was Associate Director at Theatre by
the Lake, Keswick where he directed over

40 productions and led on New Writing.
As a radio producer he has worked on
many productions for BBC Radio 4. He is
also visiting tutor in Radio Acting for
Manchester School of Theatre. More
recently he has set up ‘Ragged Edge
Productions’, whose first play ‘The Chef
Show’ by Nick Ahad toured small scale
northern venues and theatres to much
acclaim.

Martin Johns,
Designer
Martin trained at
Wimbledon School of
Art and the Motley
Theatre Design course
and started his career at
the Belgrade Theatre,
Coventry. He became Head of Design for
the Tyneside Theatre Company, York
Theatre Royal and Leicester Haymarket
Theatre. He designed the set for the West
End production of ‘Me and My Girl’ at the
Adelphi, which went on to be seen across
the world. Other West End shows
include: Master Class (Old
Vic/Wyndhams); Passion Play
(Wyndhams); West Side Story (Her
Majesty's ); The Hired Man (Astoria); The
Entertainer (Shaftsbury); Brigadoon
(Victoria Palace); Mack & Mabel
(Piccadilly Theatre); The Romans in
Britain (National Theatre). From 19992016 Martin was Resident Designer at
Theatre by the Lake, Keswick and
designed over 100 shows.
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“Life simple but
complete is
the ideal.....
I find that the
simplest life is
the happiest.”

“Perhaps he was wiser
than most of us, and
his long and happy life
indeed trod a pathway
to the stars.”
Mabel Barker on MD

www.pmacproductions.co.uk

