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SMOKESCREEN PRODS - INFORMATION 

 

Trailer: SHELL SHOCK  
Testimonials: SHELL SHOCK INTRODUCTION 

#TimeToTalk 

Content: A stage adaptation of an authentic ex-soldier’s diary by Neil Blower.  

Story: Following a long career in the military, ‘Tommy’ attempts to fit in to 
civvy life. Commenting on the absurdities of the everyday is at first humorous 
but spirals down into anxiety, stress and beyond, but the play is ultimately 
redemptive, offering hope to those touched by issues surrounding mental 
health and fitness. 

Style: Solo show, framed with humour. Conversational, naturalistic direct 
address. Engages through comedy that then descends into drama. 

Themes: Mental fitness and resilience. Anxiety and stress management, toxic 
masculinity. 

Created with support from multiple mental health and military charities such 
as CALM, The Samaritans, Help for Heroes, Combat Stress, the NHS Armed 
Forces Network, Mates for Mates and Stand Tall for PTS as a stigma 
reduction project. Commissioned following a grant funding from the 
Chancellor’s LIBOR fund. Performed by comedy veteran Tim Marriott. 

5* reviews at EdFringe17 and Adelaide Fringe 18 
FRINGE ENCORE WINNER to NY, Sept. 17 

SUNDAY MAIL BEST SOLO SHOW, Adelaide Fringe 18 
 

"Had me on the edge of tears... Shell Shock is emotional, compelling, 
confronting, thought-provoking and most importantly – honest. Respectful, 

delicate and real." Radio Adelaide 

‘Toolkit for Anxiety’: Performances are followed by an interactive workshop 
offering practical strategies and techniques to help manage stress and 
anxiety.  A free pocket guide is also available containing a summary of the 
workshop and guidance to professional services and further study. 
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THE COMPANY 

Smokescreen Prods (www.smokescreenprods.com) was founded by theatre 
and television actor/director Tim Marriott, returning to the stage after a 17 year 
career break in education. The company was set up to produce impactful, 
issue based, thematic, ‘thinking’ theatre. A ‘toe in the water’ EdFringe17 
resulted in stunning reviews, a trip to NY and an invitation to Adelaide Fringe, 
where SHELL SHOCK was awarded Best Solo Show. Further sell-out 
seasons have been achieved at Adelaide and Edinburgh Fringe Festivals in 
2018 and 2019, winning two Lustrum Awards and an Audience Award. 

SHELL SHOCK is established as a successful touring production having 
toured multiple theatres, schools and military centres in the UK, America, New 
Zealand and Australia where we recently completed a long tour promoting of 
the Invictus Games. The play has been developed with the advice and 
support of multiple mental health and military charities as a stigma reduction 
project and was originally funded by the UK Chancellor’s LIBOR fund. 
Engaging through humour and using post service military framing, the play 
illustrates undiagnosed post-traumatic stress and anxiety in a universally 
relatable format with the aim of opening honest conversations about mental 
health and fitness. 

The show is practically simple to stage, with broad audience appeal across 
demographics and with proven box office potential. The objective is to identify 
potential partnerships to facilitate further touring and residencies but also find 
opportunities for the script to be performed by other companies world-wide.  
The aim is to promote understanding of the issues surrounding the piece 
through audience engagement not just in performance but in strategies 
offered through post show workshops and feedback with professional 
guidance towards developing resilience and mental fitness. 
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SPECIFICS 

TOURING AVAILABILITY: 

All our shows are available for November 19 - February 20 and April-July 20 

TOURING COMPANY: 

Shell Shock: 1 performer +1 tech + professional counsellor 

RUNNING TIMES: 

Shell Shock: 75 minutes or 1hr 35mins with interval (or 65 mins 'fringe' 
version), + post show talkback or workshop led by a professional counsellor 
offering a ‘Toolkit for Anxiety” 

TECHNICAL: 

All our shows have grown out of the fringe environment so are not difficult to 
stage. A minimum performance space of 4M x 3M, basic lighting and sound 
system are all that is required. A facility to project is ideal but we travel 
our own equipment as necessary. 

Link to full technical requirements at: http://www.smokescreenprods.com 

PAST SEASONS: 

EdFringe17, 18, 19 – sell-out shows, Lustrum Award 

Fringe Encore SoHo Playhouse New York 2018 

Adelaide Fringe 2018 

UPCOMING: 

Mengele and Shell Shock will perform at ADLFringe20 and EdFringe20. 
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REVIEWS 

SHELL SHOCK: 

"Had me on the edge of tears... Shell Shock is emotional, compelling, 
confronting, thought-provoking and most importantly – honest. 
Respectful, delicate and real." Radio Adelaide ***** 

"A moving and insightful performance leaving the audience with the 
impression that they have come to understand Tommy, and we are able to 
relate to his difficulties in readjusting to civilian life through this marvellous 
characterisation. Be sure to see this production.” Broadway World 

"This is a superior performance that is built slowly and the way you are 
engaged throughout draws you into the piece...The direction has an assured 
quality which allows you to feel that this has authenticity and the desire to 
both educate and entertain...This performance is simply astonishing and 
astounding.” Fringe Review – OUTSTANDING SHOW 

"The writing is as superb as the acting... Tim Marriott, an actor-
playwright, is strong, on the ball." Glasgow Living ***** 

"Tim Marriott has created an astonishing piece of drama from a blank 
canvas which leaves the audience impassioned, enlightened and educated on 
a lifestyle that is a reality for many." Scene 1+ ***** 

"A clever adaptation and commanding performance… vivid and 
compassionate." Fringe Guru **** 

 

Links to full reviews at www.smokescreenprods.com 
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EDUCATION & WORKSHOPS 
 
Smokescreen is committed to producing educational impact theatre. The 
PTSD, mental health themed ‘Shell Shock’ aims to make the associated 
issues relevant and contemporary. Performances are followed by an informal 
‘fire circle’ or Q&A led by a professional counsellor who offers strategies and 
techniques for developing mental fitness and resilience.  Performances and 
workshops have been given to a number of leading schools including Epsom 
College, King Edwards, Lancing College, Worth Abbey, Cokethorpe School, 
Scotch College and Eastbourne College. Clear cross-curricular links can be 
made with Drama, History, English, RS/Philosophy and Ethics, CCF, General 
Studies/Cultural Hour.  
 
Detailed education packs created in partnership with national charities as well 
as scripts and DVDs for further study are available. 
 
"While raising awareness for traumatised soldiers appears to be the main 
initiative, 'Shell Shock' also reflects Theresa May’s recent calls to protect 
troops from legal system abuse. Tommy’s story and this parallel portrays the 
crucial importance that organisations such as Combat Stress play in our 
society." Eastbourne College 
 
CONTACT:   
 
M: 07773 777521  
E: t6marriott@gmail.com 
Web: www.smokescreenprods.com 
FB: @smokescreenEB 
Tw: @guv47 
You Tube Channel: Perfatect 

 


